
FACTS YOU DID NOT KNOW ABOUT FORESTS -
AND WHY THINGS ARE BETTER THAN YOU THINK



WHAT THE NEWS TELL US

All information in this presentation derives from the document State of Europe’s Forests 2020, if not otherwise mentioned
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POSITIVE AND INCREASING TRENDS IN EUROPEAN FORESTS

WHAT THE NUMBERS TELL US
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FOREST AREA  AND VOLUME



Forest volume increases in all of Europe
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Challenge: the rate of forest expansion may slow down

Austria

Estonia
Finland

France

Germany

Italy
Serbia

Slovakia

Slovenia

Spain

Sweden

Turkey

Ukraine

United Kingdom

-1%

0%

1%

2%

3%

4%

-1% 0% 1% 2% 3% 4% 5%

Fellings (% change/a 1990-2015)

Growing stock (%change/annum 1990-2015)

Bubble size indicates forest area in the country

European average: 1.6%

European average: 0.6%

Increase in growing stock 1990-2020: 50%, equal to 1.4% pa



The cake grows as you eat it
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= billion m3

17.6 billion m3 in 1990 

+ 0.61 billion m3

- 0.45 billion m3

1990-2020: 

+10.4 billion m3

= 28 billion m3  in 2020

ANNUAL CHANGE 1990-2020

Annual Forest growth

Forest harvesting

Challenge: natural disturbances in forests require active and sustainable forest management

+ 0.16 billion m3

EUROPEAN FOREST VOLUME 

Addition to the stock (26%)

Increase in growing stock 1990-2020: 50%, equal to 1.4% pa
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CARBON SEQUESTRATION



Sustainable forest management optimises 
the climate change mitigation impact
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Challenge: carbon sinks have shown signs of saturation with ageing forests

Carbon stored in biomass in Europe 2020: 13,240 Mt. Increase 1990-2020: +50%



-32%

Keeping fossil fuels in the ground is the only 
way to solve the climate crisis 
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+5%

-24% EMISSIONS

Challenge: sinks fluctuate inevitably and naturally – sustainable forest management can strengthen the sink 

Source: European Commission
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Carbon sink in total forest biomass, growth in EU 1990-2020: 5%
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BIODIVERSITY



AREA OF PROTECTED FOREST (EUROPE)

1990 2000 2010 2020

A fourth of forests are designated for 
biodiversity protection
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Challenge: protected forests may also require forest management in order to avoid degradation

EQUAL THE SIZE OF SPAIN
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Forests designated for nature conservation: increase by 65% since 2000



Knowledge of the status of biodiversity
increases constantly
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>100 thousand species more in 20 years

Challenge: monitoring remains subjective, complex and cumbersome

Source: IUCN Red List
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Forests provide a safe home for birds
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Challenge: multiple forest management practices need to be allowed to ensure habitat diversity

Source: EBCC/BirdLife/RSPB/CSO
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RESOURCE EFFICIENCY



Wood has surprising sustainable end-uses
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Challenge: a large share of valuable wood is still used for greening the coal plants
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Consumption in Europe: 1.1 m3 of wood per capita
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FORESTS’ ROLE IN SOCIETY



Deployment of digitalisation has enabled 
competitiveness, innovations and better jobs
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Challenge: finding skilled workforce is hard while disparities in work methods among EU countries are large

Photo credit: Ponsse Plc.

20% of EU manufacturing companies are in forest-based industry



Multifunctional forests play a role in 
recreation and wellbeing
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70 x

An ultra-trail run along Europe’s forest 

roads and paths would take you the 

equivalent of 70 times around the globe

Should all recreational forest area be 

equally divided between Europeans, there 

would be an athletics field (1.2 ha) for 

every person 

x

Challenge: seeking synergies between multiple ecosystem services 

Accessible for public recreation: 70%
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FOREST OWNERSHIP



Millions of Europeans are forest owners
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>2 million private owners,

average size <5 ha

>0.3 million private owners,

average size ~50 ha

Challenge: sufficient market-based return need to be ensured to enable forest owners’ biodiversity conservation efforts

Typical private forest owner profile:

Source: www.forestry.com, AGDWFederation of German

Forest Owner Associations, www. florestas.pt 

Community
14%

State
2%

Private persons 
and companies

84%

Portugal
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average size ~0.7 ha



If you print this presentation, please recycle it. 

Paper is recyclable and the natural support of ideas.

Cepi aisbl 
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250 Avenue Louise, 

Box 80, B-1050 Brussels  

+32 2 627 49 11

cepi.org       @CEPI_paper       Cepi 

Stay tuned!

THANK YOU FOR JOINING THE


